
138 

THE SPHINX OF FRANCE 

NOVEMBER 17, 1986 J. VINCENT AUG 

I wi ll reflect for a moment on the titles to Literary Club 
papers. Obviously, it is fashionable not to be obvious. For example, 
a paper enti tIed "Dreams" developed into an autobiography of Chuck 
Judd's partici pation in the civil rights movement. "Teacher" was an 
essay by Bill Burleigh on Leo Strauss. "Beautiful, But Does It Have to 
Be So Co mplicated" was Dick Hait's writing about either the sex life 
of the mayfly nymph or the joys of trout fishing -- or maybe both. 

So here we are -- The Sphinx of France. I believe that to 
be sufficien tly enigmatic to conform to the norm. In fact, my 
secretary, who is well traveled on the continent, upon first exposure 
queried, "Where is it?" "It isn't an it," I replied, "it's a he." 

And now disclosing all, "early on" as modern jargon would 
have it, I will advise that tonight we will be reading a paper on 
Nostradam us, a sixteenth century prophet. 

Will Durant described him as so wisely ambiguous that 
some line or other of his Prophecies could be applied to almost any 
event in later history. In Greek mythology, the most famous sphinx 
was the Sphinx of Thebes. The Muses taught her a riddle and the 
Thebans at their peril had to guess its meaning. In a way our Sphinx 
has done the same. His predictions, following the practice of the 
older oracles, are pronounced in obscure language. There are 
anagrams, broken sequences, conversions from prose into meter. Why 
all this ambiguity? Nostradamus suggested the reason for it in the 
Epistle to his King dedicating his Prophecies: 

But the injuriousness of our time, 0 most 
serene Sovereign, requires that such secret 
events should not transpire except in 
enigmatic sentences. 

The time, of course, is sixteenth century France, a time 
of the Inquisi tion, a time of intolerance and persecution. We can 
conclude that his predictions are obscure to protect himself from 
ridicule on one side and the severe ties of the church on the other. 
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Michael Nostradamus was born in 1503 and was c~risten:d 
in the Catholic Church at St. Remy in Provence, France. HIS fam~ly 
has been described as noble and of Jewish. descent, b~t of a farmly 
that had converted to christianity. There IS strong eVidence that he 
was a devout Catholic. For example, in his epistle to Henry 11 he 

writes: 

I propose to insert nothing .w.hatever i~ writing 
this Epistle that shall mitigate against the 
Ca tholic F ai tho .. 

He claimed to be of the tribe of Issachar, deriving 
therefrom his gift of prophecy, for they were 

men that had understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do. (1 Chron. 
XII:32) 

Again in the Epistle he writes: 

I will confess sire that I believed myself 
capable of presage from the natural inst.inct I 
inherit from my ancestors. 

His grandfather, Jean, taught him the fundamentals of 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, mathematics and what Nostradamus calls 
celestial science -- astrology. 

In 1522, he was sent to Montpelier University to study 
medicine, mathematics and astronomy. He received his degree and 
license to practice medicine in 1525 at the age of twenty-two. 

Plague was endemic in southern France during the 
sixteenth century. Nostradamus had many detractors during his 
lifetime, but no one ever denied his courage in facing disease. At 
thig very early stage in his career, his reputation as a healer became 
known. He traveled the countryside to various stricken towns, 
dispensing his own cures, the prescriptions for which are found in his 
book La Traite' des Fardemens, published in 1552. 

After ~our years of traveling, he returned to Montpelier 
", h e re he took hlS doctoriltc in O c tobe r 1.529 H· ' 
re rnedl<!!s and trea.tment his su d • is unorthodox 
and caused reSentment 'amongs~C;hS ~n jrenoun ha~ preceded him, 

e acu ty, but hIS learning and 
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ability could not be denied and he obtained his doctorate. Indeed, he 
was offered a job on the faculty where he remained approximately 
one year, after which he again took up his travels. 

He married a young girl of "high estate" in 1534, and two 
children were born to the marriage -- a son and a daughter. Life at 
this time seemed complete. He was a famous doctor with a 
profitable practice and his exposure to learned visitors sharpened his 
wits and his intellectual horizons. 

Tragedy struck in 1537 when the plague killed his wife and 
two children. For a while this had a disastrous effect on the medical 
practice of the father who could not save his own wife and children. 

In 1545, Nostradamus had settled in Marseille and in 
November of that year Provence exper ienced one of the worst floods 
in its hi story and the plague redoubled its virulence. 

\'\ost doctors fled, but Nostradamus worked ceaselessly. 
Officials of the city of Aix, the capital of Provence, sent for him on 
May 1. He was alone there throughout the epidemic, working among 
the sick, curing many and insisting on fresh air and unpolluted water. 

In Chapter VII of his book Moultis Oposcules, he describes 
his, time at Aix and in it gives the formula for his famous rose pills 
WhICh he used as a protection against the plague. 

The ingredients were as follows: 

1 oz. sawdust from the green cypre::i:i; 
6 oz. Iris of Florence; 
3 oz. cloves; 
3 drams sweet smelling Calamus; 
6 drams lign aloes; 
3/400 roses. 

, The ingredients were pulverized and mixed into a powder, 
and the rnL~ture was made into piUs. His early biographers write of 
the mysteriOus powder which he used to purify the air. 

Presumably Nostradamus assumed that the purified air 
kept the patient clear of the plague. In any event, his success as a 
plague doctor went unchallenged. The City Parliament of Aix voted 
him a lifetime pension when the plague abated. 
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After Aix, Nostradamus moved to Salon en Provence 
where he determined to spend the rest of his life. He married agai~ 
in 1547. His bride was described as a "comfortably well off" widow 
and six children were born to the marriage . ' 

It is about this time that legends of Nostradamus' 
prophetic powers appear. He was called to Lyons, again to cure a 
pestilence, and when it was over Nost radam us returned home laden 
with yet more gifts from grateful citizens. 

So far we have been describing Nostradamus' reputation 
as a successful plague doctor, but he also had acquired significant 
stature in other areas of practice. For example, the Bishop of 
Carcassone consulted him for the curing of various disorders. 
Nostradamus treated him with a pomade of his own manufacture. It 
was compounded of lapis lazuli, coral and leaf gold and, according to 
the learned doctor himself, was a veritable elixir of life. "This 
composition," he says in his Traite' des Fardemens, 

rej uvena tes the person who uses it: if he is 
Snd or melancholy it makes him light and 
joyful; if he is timid, it makes him audacious; 
if he is taciturn it renders him affable by 
changing his qualities; if he is surly, it makes 
him sweet and kindly, as if he were but thirty 
years old; if his beard is turning grey it retards 
old age by much, preserves the colour in spite 
of the years, rejoices the heart and the whole 
person ••• preserves from headaches and 
constipation, and augments the sperm in such 
abundance that a man can do whatever he 
wIshes without damaging his health; 

It is impossible to say which of these remarkable qualities 
commended the pomade most to the Bishop. 

While during his early professional years there were signs 
of his gift of prophecy, only after "settling down" in Salon do we 
begin to experience the transition of Nostradamus the healer to 
Nostradamus the seer and writer. 

In 1550 he published an almanac which d~scribed the 
nd the like. It was received so well 

weather, prospects for crops a . n his death. He continued 
that he published one alrnost every year un J 
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with other writings, including his famed Trai te' des. Far~e.mens in 
1552. It was about 1550 that he started his. ~rophetlc wntl~gs. In 
1555, the first part of his Prophecies were finished and pubhshe? at 
Lyons, the authorities having .been assured that the book contained 
nothing contrary to the CatholIC Church. 

The work is divided into Centurys, which has nothing to do 
with years, but describes verses grouped into one hundred quatrains. 
Nostradamus intended to write ten Centurys, making one thousand 
quatrains in all, but Century VII is incomplete. As published in 1568, 
it had only forty-two quatrains. The work also contained a Preface 
addressed to his son, Cesar, and an Epistle of dedication to his King, 
Henry 11, King of France. 

The verses were written in a crabbed, obscure style in a 
polyglot of French, Provencal, Italian, Greek and Latin. The prophet 
leaps about from one time frame to another with no apparent order 
or continuity. 

It was with interest that I listened two weeks ago tonight 
to Bill Burleigh's paper on Leo Strauss. You will remember that Bill 
read of Strauss' controversial theory about "secret writing." Strauss 
believed that great thinkers through the centuries have been forced 
to tuck hidden meaning "between the lines" of their writings. 

There is no reason to conclude that Strauss had 
Nostradamus in mind, but I suggest that no more obvious example of 
his "secret writing" theory can be found than exists in the enigmas of 
the Nostradamus Prophecies. 

Over the centuries prophecy has been derided and our seer 
with his obscurities and strange forecasts has been castigated as 
"incoherent, rhapsodical and even an imposter." Yet, derivative 
books on Nostradamus are exceeded in popularity only by the Bible. 
His "Prophecies" have never gone out of print since the first edi tion 
over four hundred years ago. In researching our subject for this 
paper, 1 came across eight works on Nostradamus published since 
1980, two of which have landed on best-seller lists. 

Spike James, in a 1984 work, states that four hundred and 
twenty detailed items of prophecy have been fulfill~d over a period 
of four hundred and thirty years. Erica Cheetham, in her 1984 boo~, 
states that by use of computer technology, she has concluded that his 
predictions have fifty to seventy percent accuracy. Rene Noobergen, 
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in his 1982 book, states that nearly two-thirds of Nostradamus' 
predictions have been fulfilled. 

The Prophecies, after their first publication, became the 
rage at court, but many educated people reviled them, and accused 
Nostradamus of disgracing his professional status. 

Nevertheless, on the basis of the Prophecies, the fame of 
Nostradamus as a seer now spread throughout France and Europe. 

We have noted that Nostra damus in order to have his 
works published had to be at peace with his church. In his preface to 
his son, Cesar, he advised him to avoid magic as prohibited by the 
church. Yet, despite these protestations, he seems to go through a 
good many magical rituals as he prepared to devote a night to 
prophetic studies. 

He described his method of dev ination in the first two 
quatrains of his Prophecies. 

Sitting alone at night in a secret study, it is 
placed on the brass tripod. A slight flame 
comes out of the emptiness and prophesies 
that which should not be believed in vain. 

All the necessary ingredients for magical practices are 
mentioned here. It is night, Nostradamus is sitting alone in his study 
reading secret books which inspire him. The use of the brass tripod 
on which was placed a bowl of water was a method often used by 
ancient seers. The slight flame is almost certainly meant to indicate 
the inspiration which possessed him. 

The want 1n his hand is placed in the middle of 
the legs of the tripod. He sprinkles both the 
hem of his garment and his feet with water. A 
voice: He trembles in his robes. Divine 
Splendor. The God sits beside him. 

. In this second quatrain, Nostradamus continues to explain 
h iS procedures. He touches the center of the tripod with his wand he 
then moistens his feet and the edge of his robe with the water ;hat 
drips from it. SymbOlically, this frees him from earthly ties. It 

seems that Nostradamus fears the power he invokes "A voice: He 
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trembles in hjs robes," but once the gift possesses him he is not 
afraid. 

The outward signs of his procedures and methods are 
palpably magical at a time when the fathers of the early church 
related these practices to a fraudulent contract with the devil; yet he 
professed to and practiced Christian orthodoxy. Except for a number 
of dose encounters wIth the Inquisitors, he was able to Ii ve in 
apparent harm ony within the strictures of his Christian faith. 

A characteristic which Nostradamus has in common with 
contemporary prophets such as Jeanne Dixon was that he was 
recognized during his lifetime as a talented predictor of 
c:ontemrorary events. Jeanne Dixon predicted, for example, both 
Kennedy assassinations and that of Martin Luther King. 

A prediction which thrust Nostradamus into the center of 
court life was one which seems to predict the death of Henry II, King 
of France , in a duel. The queen, Cat herine de Medici, became aware 
of the predic tion and sent for Nostradamus to come to the court. He 
set out for Paris on July 14, 1555. Upon his arrival, Catherine is 
reputed to have had conversations with Nostradamus concerning his 
predictions of the king's death, while the king granted him only a 
brief audience and showed no interest in the prediction. 

During his stay in Paris, Nostradamus spent much of his 
time te ll ing the futures of many of the richer ci tizens who flocked to 
him to have their horoscopes drawn. His reputation grew and soon 
the justices of Paris were inquiring about his magic practices and he 
discree t ly returned to Salon. 

He was welcomed home as a man of great importance and 
suffe ring from time to time with gout and arthritis he seems at this 
time in his life to have done little except draw up horoscopes for his 
many distinguished visitors and complete the writing of the 
Prophecies. He was by now considered to be one of the most learned 
men of his time. 

Nostradamus had predicted the death of the king in his 
Prophecies in 1555. The death of the king occurred in 1559. The 
famous prediction is translated as follows: 

The young lion will overcome the older one, in 
a field of combat in single fight: He wil1 
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pierce his eyes in their golden cage. Two 
wounds in one, then he dies a cruel death. 

In the summer of 1559, the French royal house celebrated 
two very important weddings. Henry and Catherine's daughter and 
the king's sister were both married in a splendid double celebration. 
Elizabeth to Philip II of Spain and Marguerita, the king's sister, to the 
Duke of Savoy. Following this, three days of celebration had been 
planned, the culmination of which was a series of tournaments. For 
the first two days, the king was victorious in all his jousts. On the 
third day, he rode against Gabriel Lorges Comte de Montgomery. In 
the third charge, Montgomery's lance splintered against the king's 
lance. The point broke through the golden visor of the king's helmet 
and pierced him in the eye. The king died ten days later in extreme 
agony. 

The death caused a furor throughout France and, in Paris, 
Nostradamus was burned in effigy in a public square . There were also 
demands that the church should deal with him as a sorcerer. 

But Nostradamus remained safely in Salon protected by 
the favor of the now Queen Regent (Catherine de Medici) and 
Frances II, who succeeded his father. 

Nostradamus continued to enjoy the favors of the royal 
household during Henry II's life and after his death. During a progress 
through Provence in 1564-, Charles IX and Catherine (now Queen 
Regent) visited Nostradamus at Salon. The queen created 
Nostradamus her Court Physician, and this carried with it various 
benefi ts, including a salary and additional status during the remaining 
years of his life. 

In his Prophecies, Nostradamus' named names, dates, 
places and events covering over four hundred years. The death of 
Henry II, predictions concerning Queen Elizabeth, Queen Victoria, the 
Great Fire of London, the French Revolution, the Capture of Louis 
XVI, Napoleon, World War I, World War II and Hitler, to name a few. 

The student of Nostradamus must be able to read the 
Prophecies in their original form or absent that secure a reliable 
translation of which there are a good number. A next step would be 
to attempt to place a predictIon wIthin the appropriate time frame. 
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In addi tion, then, to the problem of ti~e placement, the 
interpreters of Nostradamus must discern, if pOSSIble, the names of 
, d' iduals and places many of which are concealed by the use of 
~~~~rams and, f inally, 'to decipher, if possible, the event foretold. 

Strangely enough, there is mU,ch, unanimit~ in 
interpretat ions over the years of a number of the 10Cldents described. 

Wi th preciseness and accuracy, the Great Fire of London 
is foretol d in this quatrain: 

The blood of the just will be demanded of 
London, burned by fire in three times twenty 
plus six. 

The only great fire occurring in London in a year '66 
(three times twenty plus six) is the Great Fire of London in 1666. 

Two very famous predictions discuss the flight of Louis 
XVI and \i\arie Antoinette from Paris in 1791. Not only does 
Nostradamus comprehend the Revolution, but he gives the re ader, 
without anagrams, the name of an obscure town in which the royal 
couple were caught. 

By night will come through the forest at 
Rheins two partners, by a roundabout route; 
the queen, the white stone. The monk-king 
dressed in grey at Varennes, the elected Capet 
causes tempest, fire and bloody slicing. 

, ,Lo~is XV~ and his wife, Marie Antoinette, escaped from 
the !u1l1erles 10 Pans. Their route took them through the forest at 
Rhems, but they lost their way and took a roundabout road. It is 
proba,ble ~,hat ,"Pierre Blance" (the white stone) refers to the 
notorl,OUS a ffair o~ the dian:ond necklace" which demolished the 
queen ,s al~eady fragIle reputatlOn among the French people. The kin 
was dlscgUlsed in a ~lain grey suit when they entered Varennes H g 
was a apet, the fIrst elected kin of F • e 
says in the last line, both the ca s g ran~e ,and, as Nostradamus 
"Bloody slicing" from the verb ~t~a~~~et~; ,VIctIm, of the Revolution. 
the context of the gUillot' r IS partIcularly apposite in Ine. 

birth: 
There are many quatrains re Jatinp- 1:,-, N;a ,~~I-~,~- c-,.~ . .. -



An emperor will be born near Italy who will 
cost the Empire very dearly. 

On his "retirement": 

The great Empire will soon be exchanged for a 
smaller place, which soon will begin to grow. 
An even smaller place of tiny area, in the 
middle of which he shall come to lay down his 
scepter. 
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The Empire is soon exchanged by Napoleon for a small 
place (the tiny island of Elba). When Napoleon escaped and lived the 
victorious one hundred days, his Empire began to grow again. But in 
his second defeat he is relegated to the even smaller island of St. 
Helena where he puts down his scepter and relinquishes all claim to 
power. 

The interpreters of Nostradamus conclude that the 
following quatrain foresees the execution of the English king, 
Charles I, by order of the Parliament in 1649. 

The fortress near the Thames will fall when 
after an attack, the King is locked inside. He 
will be seen in his shirt near the bridge, one 
before death ••. 

Charles I was taken to Windsor Castle overlooking the 
Thames in December 1648, where he remained until January 1649. 
The castle "fell" because it came into the hands of Parliament. After 
his trial on January 30, Charles was wearing a white shirt when he 
went to his execution. 

Pasteur. the founder of modern medicine. was described 
both directly by name and indirectly by date. 

The lost thing, hidden for many centuries, is 
discovered. Pasteur will be celebrated as an 
almost godlike figure. This is when the moon 
completes its great cycle ••• 

Pasteur founded the Institute Pasteur in 1889. The 
astrological cycle of the moon ran from 1539 to 1889. Pasteur's 
discovery that germs polluted the atmosphere was one of the most 
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important in contemporary medical history. He was the accepted 
head of the medical movement of his time. 

Hitle r received special attention in the quatrains. He is 
referred to as Hister or Hitter and the translators rely on the 
ambiguities of sixteenth century spelling to justify the conclusion 
that Nostradamus was referring to Hitler. There are other 
descriptions of the man . He is described as "The Captain of Greater 
Germany" (a reference to the Third Reich), the man of the "cro! x 
gamme" -- the crooked cross, the swastika, "the son of Germany who 
observes no law." 

Events of Hitler's life seem very strongly documented. 

A captain of Greater Germany will come to 
deliver false help ••• 

This line is very apt as it was under this excuse that he 
invaded Poland. 

Another quatrain seems to link up with this: it describes 
a man from Austria who becomes a great man of the people 
"defending" Hungary and Poland . 

. . • no one will ever know what happened to 
him. 

This could be a reference to the doubts as to whether 
Hitler and his mistress, Eva Braun, committed suicide. Many believe 
he fled to South America. 

Ernest Krafft read into one of the predictions an attempt 
to assassinate Hitler in 1939, and actually sent a telegram to the 
meeting Hitler was atte nding to alert him. In fact, a bomb had been 
hidden in a pillar behind the rostrum and it was sheer chance that 
Hitle r and his party left earlier than scheduled. This is the quatrain 
Krafft believed prophesied the attempte d assassination: 

The people are gathered to see a new 
spectacle. Princes and kings among many 
onlookers. The pillars, the walls fall, but as if 
by a miracle the King and thirty of those 
present are saved. 
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The interpretation of this ambiguous language, followed 
by the attempted assassination, were enough to confirm Hitler's faith 
in the Nostradamus Prophecies and in Krafft, who became his chief 
astrologer. Dr. Goebbels used as propaganda material stretched 
interpreta tions of Nostrasamus, and by May of 1940, with KraHt's 
aiding in their preparation, leaflets were dropped over France 
containing alleged favorable prophecies by Nostradamus. 

The British produced some false Nostradamus pamphlets 
of their own, which were smuggled into Germany, as were some 
impressively printed booklets, "Nostradamus Predicts the Course of 
the War," containing fifty bogus Nostradamus quatrains and 
interpretations favorable to the Allies. 

Perhaps you would like to try your hand at interpreting a 
few of the Nostradamus predictions? How about this one: 

The young born to the Kingdom of Britain had 
been recommended to it by his dying father. 
Once he is dead London will dispatch with him, 
and the kingdom will be demanded back from 
the son. 

If you conclude that the quatrain refers to Edward VIII, 
you will be in agreement with most contemporary interpreters of 
Nostradamus. Edward VIII was the heir to the British throne which 
was left to him by his dying father. He caused scandal in London by 
his relationship with Mrs. Simpson and public hostility toward her was 
caused by earlier divorces which caused the king to abdicate. 

Continuing with this exercise: 

For not wanting to consent to the divorce 
which will then offend and be recognized as 
noteworthy, the King of the Islands will be 
forced to flee ••• 

As you will recall, Edward VIII's abdication was not 
popular among the Bri tlsh people who had Ii ttle love for Mrs. 
Simpson. Edward was, therefore, forced to leave Britain. 

Now, this one should be easy for you: 
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The great Senate will see the parade for one 
who afterward will be driven out, vanquished. 
His followers will be there at the sound of his 
t ri umph, possessions for sale, enemies driven 
ou t. 

Yes, Nixon resigns from the pressure of the Senate 
investiga tion . The memoirs by excolleagues, Nixon and, most 
recently, da ughter Julie (possessions for sale). Nixon's social 
rehab ili t a tion is generally accepted (his enemies driven out). Last 
week, for example, Barbara Walte rs had an extensive interview with 
Julie Nixon Eisenhower, who has just had published a book abou t her 
mothe r and father, and uS late as last Tuesday evening, Roger Mudd's 
program "1 986" carried a profile of e ighty-seven-year-old Ryoichi 
Sasakawa, once a war criminal, now a Japanese philanthropist and 
friend to U.S. presidents, in which he characterized Richard Nixon as 
a great man. 

We have been reviewing people, places and events as 
contained in the Prophecies. Having in mind that Nostradamus was 
dealing wi t h a sixteenth-century vocabulary, how does he predict 
things? 

There will be let loose living fire and hidden 
dea th, fearful inside dreadful globes - - a 
bomb? 

Ruin shall hapen to the va ndal that will be 
terrible. Their great city shall be 
tainted ••. They shall plunder the sun and 
moon . . • 

Is this a prophecy of the dropping of the atom bomb on 
Hi roshima? "Their great city shall be tainted." Is this a forecast of 
the effects of atomic power. "They shaH plunder the sun and moon." 
Is this how Nostradamus saw the harnessing of natural forces in the 
a t omic bomb? 

"Machines of flying fire" -- rockets? 

"Iron fi sh enclosing men trave ling with a 
warlike intent" -- submarines? 

"Eye of the sea" -- a periscope? 



" .•. the world becomes smaller •.. People will 
travel safely through the sky •.. " air 
travel? 

"A t night they will think they have seen the 
sun, when they see the man who is half pig. 
Noise, screams, battles seen fought in the 
skies. The flying beasts will be heard to talk." 
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Nostradamus foresees pilots needing oxygen when flying 
and the use of radios to communicate. He describes a vivid picture 
of a battle in the air. The pig-like man seems a clear picture of a 
pilot in silhouette wearing an oxygen mask, helmet and goggles. The 
aeroplanes, flying beasts, are heard talking to others. A forecast of 
radio communication? 

The copies of gold and silver inflated .•• All 
scripts and lords will be wiped out. 

Inflation is an interesting idea for a man who lived long 
before paper money (the copies of gold and sliver) was ever used. 

A study like the present one would be incomplete unless 
some attempt was made to relate the quatrains of Nostradamus to 
contemporary events and even to those of the future. Such 
identifications are not very satisfactory. 

It is one thing to look backward and to take the 
Nostradamus predictions, place them in an appropriate time frame 
and apply the language to particular people, places or events. It is 
quite another to take the predictions and look forward to events yet 
to come, particularly when our prophet has said: "I would show by 
obtruse and twisted sentences the future causes .•. and write down 
everything under a figure rather cloudy than plainly prophetic ... " 

Rene Noorbergen, in his book published in 1982, states 
that nearly two-thirds of the predictions have been fulfilled and that 
most of the remaining ones, according to the dates and astrological 
configurations they contain, are due to occur within the "next two 
decades." 

Noorbergen then uses two hundred and sixty-five of the 
remaining quatrains not yet applied to other events, to describe a 
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worldwide holocaust -- a war which is yet to be fought between now 
and the end of the century. 

I ostradamus, in these predictions, foresees that friendly 
relations will open up between Russia and the United States. The 
change in Russia from communism to a more tolerable form of 
government will open the way for friendship between the two 
countries. ~ostradamus describes this: " ••• two brothers of the Far 
North. .. ill shure com munica lion across the Artic Ocean." 

This development which appears to be a blessing actually 
turns out to be a curse, for the developing friendship of the two super 
nations will dis turb the balance of power in the world and the peoples 
of the Far East and Middle East will prepare for an armed conflict 
supported by the nuclear, bacteriological and chemical arsenal of Red 
China. 

Nostradamus predicts: 

In the year 1999 and seven months there will 
corne from Heaven the great King of Terror. 

. . The advent of the third world war as interpreted by one 
wr l ter wlll be heralded by an attack on New York City and state 
through both bombs and chemical warfare. 

The sky will burn at 45 degrees. Fire 
approaches the great New City. Immediately 
huge scattered flame leaps up. 

The state of New York lies between the fortieth and 
forty-fifth parallel. The scattered flames may well be that of a 
nuclear holocaust. 

Noorbergen, in his analysis of his "new war" quatrains, 
sta tes that the predictions can be broken down into nine specific 
parts, each one describing a particular phase of a horrible war. Of 
particular interest, in light of modern international developments, is 
how our sixteenth century prophet foresees the major role to be 
played by the Middle East. 

The Arabs will strike West, China will strike 
South and World War III will be upon us. 
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Israel is a victim of Arab conquest. Much of the conflict 
takes place in Turkey. Russia is invaded by Chi~a in a surprise atta~k 
using nuclear and bacteriological. warfare~ China releases germs In 

the Arctlc wasteland to be carned on alr currents to the Western 
World. Rome is destroyed, England is devastated, the Pope is forced 
to move to a new land and an atom bomb is dropped on Venice. Spain 
is attacked by both China and the Arabs, and there is extreme 
bombing of all of Europe. South America is invaded by ~he 
Easterners. A decisive battle is fought near Bruge, and the Allies 
suffer a long series of defeats until the seventh phase of the war 
when Russia and the United States go on the offensive. 

The Allies use germ weapons on the Chinese and attack 
them on their home territory. Europe is liberated after massive 
naval battles off the west coast of Spain. 

There is extensive use by both sides of nuclear, 
bacteriological and chemical weapons, but it is surprising to note that 
invasions and counterinvasions contemplate the use of conventional 
methods of warfare, including the movement of troops by air, land 
and sea. 

Note that modern military strategy does not contemplate 
utter destruction through retaliatory use of nuclear weapons, but 
visualizes the use of conventional warfare supplemented by nuclear 
field weapons only when deemed absolutely necessary. 

This strategy agrees perfectly with the Nos tradarnus 
predictions. 

So, we come to the end of the twentieth century and the 
world has survived the ravages of World War III. We perceive 
N~stra?amus as ~he harbinger of doom and gloom. He has predicted 
pnmarIly the evIl to come. But there is finally some good news. 
A.iter the war, "a new leader shall pacify the earth." "He shall cause 
hiS reign to be in peace and union, shall make war captive .•• He shall 
cause them to keep peace a great while," 

Health, abundance of frui ts, joys and a 
mellifluous time. 

~here are many more predictions of a Utopia to corne. A 
world in WhlCh perhaps many of Chuck Judd's "Dreams" can corne 
true. 
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It is an understatement to say that the man and his works 
are an enigma. Charles A. Ward, in his "Oracles of Nostradamus," 
sta tes: 

The Sphinx of France is here before us, a 
ri ddler , riddling of the fate of man. 

Nostradamus died in the year 1566, apparently in good 
standing with his church, for he was interred at the Church of the 
Franciscan Friars in Salon. 

During his lifetime he frequently was concerned over how 
his contem poraries received him and his predictions. This concern 
extended fur ther to future generations. He addressed this concern 
one night over four hundred thirty years ago. 

He Is in his secret study, perusing forbidden books. Let us 
join him there . He fills his crystal bowl with clear water, places it on 
its brass tripod, sprinkles water on hi s fee t and gown with the wand 
that has been dipped into the water and the flame possesses him as he 
looks into the future. It now becomes clear. 

In the eleventh month of the year when a fiery ball with a 
radiant tail streaks through the heavens, four times twenty plus six, 
in the land of the Eagle, a t thirty-nine degrees, in the City between 
the Seven Hills on the banks of the Ioho river. Nost radamus sees an 
old ho use on the fourth road above the r iver sitting close to the club 
where U ni versi ty people gather. 

In the house he sees a gathe ring of learned men who have 
come to hear one who comes with a paper about Nostradamus. 

He is trou~led because he sees that there are many who 
are scoffers and ske~tlcs and so, at the end of Century VI, which he 
~1ad completed, the mght before, and in the only Latin lines contained 
111 ,the ProphecIes, he admonishes those unbelievers present tonight in 
thIS manner: 

An Incantation In Arrest of Ine pt Critics 

Let those who read these ve rses, he states. 
meditate them seriously. Let the profane and 
ignorant VUlgar not handle them! Let 
astrologers, fools a nd savages stand off! Who 



acts contrary to this let him be cursed 
according to the rites of magic . 
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